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Brian Moore should have
been down the street
watching the Floyd May-

weather-Manny Pacquiao fight
with the rest of the neighbor-
hood guys Saturday night. Many
25-year-old Long Islanders got
to do that.

Brian and his partner spent
the afternoon patrolling the
streets in Queens Village, as
plainclothes officers. And by the
time the boxing match started,
the five-year veteran of the
NYPD was fighting for his life
after he was shot in the face.

Brian, who died yesterday,
has been on the perimeter of my
life and so many of my friends
and family for two decades. He
was one of my brother’s first
friends at Eastplain Elementary
School when we moved to Mass-
apequa, grew up nearby and
worked the counter at Pappalar-
do’s Pizza Cove.

To all of us, he will always be
“B-Moore” — part of a pack of
scrawny, freckled Long Island
kids with unlimited energy who
spent summers shooting hoops
and playing kickball, followed
by rounds of video games at
night.

Being a cop was what he want-
ed to do, and anyone who knew
him would tell you it was his
calling. Not only because he had
deep family roots in law enforce-
ment, but because he was so
good-hearted and levelheaded.

In a quiet, no-nonsense way,
he always stood up for others.
My brother’s reaction when we
heard Brian had been shot Satur-
day night was how his friend
had come to his defense in a
playground fight years ago, how
he was the voice of reason and
managed to calm down rowdy
boys. That was Brian — friends
with everyone.

That was the overwhelming

reaction in our community, too,
as our Facebook feeds became
inundated with stories about
Brian. “Always smiling.” “Never
complaining.” “He told me ev-
erything would be ok.” It’s an
endless digital scroll of testa-
ments to his character. The on-
line videos of him smiling and
enjoying life are both heart-
warming and heartbreaking.

Some of us have become so
numb to the violence between
cops and communities that
when the breaking news alert
flashed across the TV screen Sat-
urday night, it barely registered.
Then the text messages started
flooding in with rumors that we
knew the then-seriously injured
cop. It’s an entirely far-worse
numbness now that the violence
has reached our backyards.

The explosive chaos of Fergu-
son and Baltimore had seemed
so far away. The debate has be-
come so riddled with generaliza-
tions that it’s easy to forget that
it’s good guys like Brian who
work on the front lines.

Brian, who defended my broth-
er on the school playground and
who protected Queens Village
on Saturday night.

A neighbor, like mine.

NorthMassapequa lovedBrianMoore’s
humor,smile,good heartandlevelhead

Amanda Fiscina is an online
producer for Newsday Opinion.

LETTERS
Gov’t has failed
some communities

Has government failed
the Long Island homeowner
in the foreclosure crisis
[“Nassau eyes plan to fight
the blight,” News, April 6]?

The concentration of fore-
closures in Brentwood,
North Bay Shore and Central
Islip results in a diminution
of property values in these
communities. Consequently,
the remaining property own-
ers pay a higher portion of
property taxes.

After superstorm Sandy,
town governments all over
Long Island petitioned the
state and federal govern-
ments to offer affected home-
owners tax relief to make re-
building easier.

It’s time that government
also considers homeowners
who live near “zombie”
houses that have been aban-
doned by their former
homeowners, and which
the banks don’t know how
to dispose of. In 2009 I pre-
dicted the consequences of
the mortgage crisis and eco-

nomic crisis that followed.
Government should hold

hearings on Long Island to
permit the members of the
public to vent their feelings.
These hearings should be
conducted by the state attor-
ney general’s office, the
State Senate and Assembly,
and the supervisors of the
towns affected.

I urge communities to
fight back, because govern-
ment has failed them.

Joseph Fritz
Brentwood

Editor’s note: The writ-
er is a community activist
and former political candi-
date.

Death penalty a
memorial to victims

A letter opposing capital
punishment for Boston Mara-
thon bomber Dzhokhar Tsar-
naev probably comes from a
good heart, but the argument
isn’t compelling [“Death pen-
alty isn’t justice, it’s re-
venge,” April 23].

I believe that capital pun-
ishment is a celebration of

life. It’s a statement by a hu-
mane society that murder is
profoundly intolerable. We
must be certain that an abom-
ination isn’t repeated against
other innocents.

Capital punishment is also
self-defense. If a criminal
were killed in the commis-
sion of an atrocity, this
would be justified by the
law. When our society exe-
cutes a capital criminal, we
are defending the collective
whole.

Capital punishment is an
eternal memorial to the vic-
tims of a capital crime. The
terror the victims suffer is
unimaginable. When we cou-
rageously internalize the hor-
ror of the victims’ last living
moments, the human heart
can only scream out, “Never
again!”

I ask that our society and
its citizens consider the kind
of world they wish to live in
and the extremely challeng-
ing tasks that confront us
when we seek to build that
better place.

Bill Binnie
Lake Grove
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MATT DAVIES‘B-Moore’ was
atrusted kid
on the block

Brian Moore in a photo posted
on Facebook to mourn is death.

] See more Matt Davies cartoons: newsday.com/matt
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