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school bond rejected,” News,
Nov. 18]. The measure was de-
feat nearly 2 to 1.

As residents of the district,
we were hit with sticker shock
by how much this bond would
have added to our annual
school taxes.

Our question to school dis-
trict leaders is, why were the

school buildings allowed to
decay to the point that a mas-
sive tax increase is required
for repairs? A more sensible
approach would have been a
smaller amount of spending in
each annual budget.

This money could have
been held in a special account
until sufficient funds were

available for major repairs
and upgrades.

Craig and Diane Henry
West Hempstead

The draft helped
bind Americans

Columnist Lane Filler is right
on target about national compul-
sory service [“The burden of
war we once shared,” Opinion,
Nov. 11].

I was about to be drafted in
1963 when I decided to join
the Marines and become a
pilot. The pilot part didn’t
work out, but I served for
three years, including 16
months in Vietnam. The
whole experience was as Fill-
er said, a true melting pot of
guys from different back-
grounds, states and races, all
living in the same barracks.

I made many friends, and I
wouldn’t trade the experience
for anything. National service
could help bind us through
common experience and allow

us to contribute to our country.
Alan Simon

Moriches

Don’t squander
opportunity to vote

Having the opportunity to
vote for the person you want to
represent you is a great advan-
tage, and no one should take it
for granted [“The big turnoff,”
News, Nov. 8].

If Americans didn’t have the
right to vote, only a few would

have a say in government. The
ability to vote is a privilege; it
gives you a chance to have your
point of view represented.

Because voters pay taxes,
they should have input into
how that money is spent.

Samantha Saccacio
Kings Park

Editor’s note: The writer is
an eighth-grader at Rogers Mid-
dle School in Kings Park.

Amanda Fiscina is a Web
producer for Newsday Opinion.

On aseriousnight out,millennials
commiserateabout life’s local obstacles

Icouldn’t believe it.
I was in a restaurant

bursting with millennials
who were not there to watch a
big game on TV, a cover band
onstage, or to get a lifetime of
free Chick-fil-A.

They were there to talk
about . . . wait for it . . . why
20- and 30-somethings want to
be on Long Island.

It was bewildering, as if I
were in an alternate reality. A
reality with no brain drain,
chronic NIMBYism or opt-out
movement — a place where the
focus was Long Island’s poten-
tial, not its problems.

The young professionals con-
vened by the Long Island Asso-
ciation in Melville did not
waste time debating the unde-
batable: the statistically backed
exodus of Long Island’s young.
Instead, panel participants fo-
cused on those of us under the
radar who never left Nassau or
Suffolk, or who successfully

made our way back home.
“Yes, the LIRR actually goes

in the other direction,” panelist
Kasia Sawicka joked.

Instead of a brain drain, Saw-
icka, 35, represents a brain fill-
ing. The scientist came from
Poland to attend high school
here and ended up developing
a groundbreaking concept, nee-
dle-less vaccines, at Stony
Brook University, where she
now teaches. She has no plans
of leaving, saying her invention
was “born on Long Island, and
I want it to grow up here.”

On real estate, instead of the
usual anti-rental, anti-develop-
ment chants, participants dis-
cussed affordable housing, mul-
tifamily rentals and why homes
here are worth the investment.

“We just don’t have the diver-
sity of housing stock we need,”
said Kelley Coughlan, 28. She
came back to Long Island after
two stints in New York City
and Boston to work for her fam-
ily’s company, Tritec Real Es-
tate Development Co., which is
behind the much-awaited Ron-
konkoma Hub — a potential
housing game-changer for the

region.
With more than 350,000 mil-

lennials on Long Island, it’s
clear more rentals are needed.
But local leaders reflexively
wince or hesitate to admit that,
because they fear voter back-
lash. Coughlan doesn’t hesitate
to say the extremely low vacan-
cy rate on Long Island shows
the demand. She’s optimistic
certain communities are ripe
for other housing options.

On education, instead of be-
rating Common Core and
damning teacher evaluations,

this group addressed what’s
often taken for granted — that
we have some of the best pub-
lic schools in the nation.

“We like to be first,” said Jo-
seph Lemke, 33, director of so-
cial studies in the Bay Shore
school district.

We invest more per pupil, ex-
periment with new technology
and teaching methods, and
have higher graduation rates
than much of the country.
Lemke never left Long Island,
and thinks we should do every-
thing we can to retain the in-

vestment we make in young
minds from kindergarten to
12th grade.

The night made clear to me
that negativity sucks up too
much Long Island oxygen (if
only it could suck the nitrogen
out of our water).

It gives me hope that young
people are emerging from
under the radar to show some
pride in Long Island and pas-
sion to make it better. I hope
the committee evolves into a
support network for millenni-
als and strong advocate for the
young adult cohort. I hope its
members seed the idea of stay-
ing or returning after college
graduation to combat the brain
drain. I hope they go to local
board meetings to fight the de-
structive NIMBYism in some
communities. And I hope they
join the tense education debate
to preserve Long Island’s great
schools for when we have kids.

Not to overhype my hopes,
there was an open bar at the
event to entice millennials to at-
tend. But bars are good places
to toast more Long Island posi-
tivity and progress to come.

Cheers.

OPINION

@Pfund2B
Spent my day hiking all the way
to The End. #Montauk #NY

@SassyLilLassy
Holy high pitch squealing noise,
Batman! Seems to get louder

near the speakers at #Bethpage
LIRR platform.

@pearlrhein
The Penn Station loudspeaker is
very clear and works perfectly,
and I’m quite sure someone just
paged a “Meshach Cherry
Casanova.”

SEND EMAIL of 200 words or fewer
to letters@newsday.com.

Tweet an “only on Long Island
moment.” Use the tag #OnlyOnLI

#Chirp
about it

The rejected West Hempstead school referendum proposed to
raze the old Delaney School to build a field house and fields.

Determined to stay on Long Island
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